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PREFACE. 


FOR  delivering  the  following  fenii- 
mcnts  to  the  public,  the  Author  deems  any 
apology  unneccflary. — At  a  period  like  the 
prefent,  when  the  very  cxiftence  of  Ireland 
as  a  Nation,  is  about  to  be  annihilated  -,  it 
is  criminal  in  Irifhmen  to  remain  filent  or 
indifferent. — His  fole  object  in  the  prefent 
publication,  is  to  exhort  his  countrymen  to 
be  unanimous,  to  roufc  them  to  a  fenfe  of 
their  common  danger,  and  of  that  facred 
duty  they  owe  to  God,  to  their  Country,  { 
themfelves  and  pofterity.  As  an  individual 
he  conceives  he  has  fo  far  fulfilled  his  obli- 
gations to  fociety  ;  he  is  yet  willing  to  go 
farther  if  necefTary.  It  now  remains  with 
Trifhmen  to  determine  whether  they  will, 
like  men,  afTert  their  Independence,  or 
bafely  proftrate  themfelves  at  the  feet  of 
the  Britifh  Minifter,  and  the  Britifh  A4er- 
chant.  A  2 
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AN 


ADDRESS 


TO     THE 


IRISH     NATION. 


J-  HERE  cannot  be  a  fubjett,  my  fellow-country- 
men, fo  well  worthy  your  attention,  and  lb  highly 
deferving  your  moft  ferious  confideration,  as  that 
of  a  legiflative  Union  betwixt  this  Country  and 
Great  Britain. 

We  can  now  no  longer  doubt  the  intention  of 
the  Miniftry  in  refpecl:  to  this  meafure. — We  can- 
not any  longer  doubt  what  their  wifhes  and  ienti- 
ments  are  with  regard  to  it,  they  have  given 
you  fomething  more  than  preemptive  evidence 
of  this  their  detign  ;  the  rumours  they  are  daily 
circulating  amongft  you,  the  Pamphlets  they  are 
fending  amongft  you,  and  the  converfution  of 
the  CafUe,  which  is  but  the  echo  of  the  Bri~ 


tifh  Minifter's,  amount  to  a  plain  declaration, 
that  the  Cabinet  of  England  and  the  Englifh 
Nation  arc  determined  to  make  the  daring  at- 
tempt, of  robbing  you  of  that  Conflitution,  which 
your  anceftors  had  long  ftruggled  for,  which 
the  Volunteers  of  Ireland  at  length  obtained, 
and  in  defence  of  which,  my  countrymen,  you 
yourfelves  have  (o  lately  rifqued  both  your  lives 
and  properties.  What  then,  will  Irifhmen  tamely 
iubmit  that  Conflitution  to  be  taken  away  from 
them,  which  their  renowned  forefathers  looked 
up  to,  and  confidered  as  what  was  moft  valua- 
ble? Will  Irifhmen  at  the  clofe  of  the  eighteenth 
Century,  give  up  their  freedom  and  independ- 
ence ?  Will  Iriihmen  filently  deliver  up  their 
civil,  political  and  religious  liberties  ?  Will  Irifh- 
men fubmiffively  furrender  the  management  of 
their  trade  and  commerce,  to  Englifh.  rapaci- 
ty ?  No,  my  countrymen,  no,  you  cannot,  you 
will  not  thus  facrifice  your  dearefl  rights  and 
privileges.  The  right  of  Legiflating  for  your- 
ieives,  independent  of  any  foreign  interference 
or  control,  is  a  right  which  no  human  power 
upon  earth,  can  with  juftice  deprive  you  of— 
a  right  as  unalienable  as  the  foil,  which  gave 
vou  birth.  This  is  the  noble  prize  the  Swifs 
fought  for  and  gained,  when  they  found  them- 
felves  oppreffed  by  Aufhian  tyranny,  what  the 
Dntch  fought  and  bled  for,  when  they  threw 
off    the  yoke  of  wicked  Philip.     And  'tis  the 


prize  Irifhmen  sA  will  ne 

Mender  bat  with  then   lii 

It  requires  no  great  ingenuity  to  point  out. 
any  extraordinary  depth   of  political  ••  to 

oblcrvc,  that   when   once  your  Farliamerr. 
more,  J  ae  as  a  nation,  your  independe 

your  glory,  honour,  intcreft   and  welfare    pe 
along  with  it.     And  if  we   m.  ge   of  uhat 

is  to  come,  from  what  i?  paft,    you  wii!   ind} 
alas !   this  lad  prediction  of  mine  too  fully 
iitied,  if  ever  this  unfortunate  c\        lake  pfa 
But  turn   over  the   page  of   Irifh    hiftory, 
countrymen,  mark  there  diligently  the  tra 
ons  of  this  country,     obferve    well  the  geneial 
courfe  of  conduct  of  the  Britifh.  miniftry  and  mer- 
chant towards  Ireland  and  Irifhmen,  and  w 
you  behold?     Why  on  the  one  hand,  fach  an  .: 
form  fecne   of  plunder  perfidy  and  oppreffion. 
integrity    fhiinks  back  from,  and  good  faith  c 
owns ;    whilfl  on  the   other  hand,   you   behold, 
fad  fpeclable !     povertv,   mifery,  difcontent  .. 
wretchednefs.     They    have  moreover,    with    ail 
the  iniblence  and  oflenfivenefs  of  a   Moorim  d 
pot,  added   infult  to  opprelTiou,    and  heighte 
our    calamities    by    fcoris    and    revi:: 
why  ?    Becaufe  you  had  demanded  that  liK 
which  is   your  birth-right,  and  thai  ndence 

wl^ieh  alone  can  fecure  you  happinefs.     No 
{tract  reafoning,    niy  Countrymen,    no  declama- 
tion, no  arguments  are  here 
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to  vou  the  truth  of  thefe  aflertions.  Facts  ftand 
alone,  and  facls  flare  you  in  the  face,  hiftory 
and  tradition  broadly  declare  them  to  you  ;  to 
quote  a  few  inilances  of  Englifh  conduct  will  be 
iumcient  for  the  prefe'nt.  Look  then  to  the 
Policy  and  cunning  of  the  Britifh  Cabinet  on 
[riCh  affairs  fo  far  diftant  as  the  period  of  the 
rebellion  and  revolution.  What  was  it?  I'll 
tell  you — the  forfeitures  to  the  crown,  at  that 
time  were  immenfe,  but  the  laws  refpecting  thefc 
forfeitures  were  never  rigoroufly  put  in  force; 
the  reafons  are  evident,  fhould  wre,  faid  the 
wife  aud  liberal  men  of  that  day,  confifcate  the 
whole  of  the  property  of  thofe  who  have  tranf- 
greffed  the  laws,  the  confequences  will  be  fatal 
to  our  own  caufe  and  mtereft ;  for  we  would 
drive  the  unfortunate  Irifh  to  defpair,  and  fo 
diipirit  and  harrafs  the  Catholic,  that  emigrations 
to  an  alarming  degree,  mult  infallibly  enfue,  at 
the  fame  time,  fo  many  proteftants  will  enter 
into  and  fettle  in  the  kingdom,  as  to  deftroy 
that  nice  balance  betwixt  thofe  two  diftincl  and 
oppofite  interefts,  which  we  muft  always  preferve 
in  order  to  keep  Ireland  fubordinate  to  and  de- 
pendent on  England.  Such  I  fay,  was  the  lan- 
guage aud  policy  of  the  miniftry  of  that  daj', 
and  fuch  is  the  language  and  policy  of  the  mi- 
ni iby   of  the  prefent,  behold  their  motto — 

':  Divide  et  impera." 

r.r.Vrng  over  fevcral  unjuft  laws  made  as  to  dif- 
articles  of  trade,  and  cruel  enormities  com- 
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iniiK-d  »gainfl  this  nation,  1< 

<-('    Ceo.    I  ft.— Here  >"U  In. (I  an  act   Of  ,l:(;    BflU 

ifh  Parliament  laying  ftp  esq    i       mi  thee 

tiou  of  your  prov  iiioi^  to  the  utter  dctiiment  and 
dcllruction  pf  ilic  Iriih  Farmer. — Here   is   an  act 
10  prevent   the   Iiifh  manufacturer   from    working 
unci  manufacturing  his  own  wool,   merely  to  gra- 
tify   Kn-tifh  rapacity  at  the  expence  of  Irifh  hap- 
piuefs  and  Irifh  prolperiiy.   Good  Heavens!  could 
there  be  any  thing  more  unjuft,   more  cruel,   more 
impolitic  ;  thus  to  leave  the  wretched  weaver  and 
family  to  brood   over  their  melancholy  fate  with- 
out  any  means  of  redrefs,   and   pine  away  from 
want  and   penury. — And  drive   the  hardy   h.nncr 
irom  his  peaceful  cot,   in  cjuefl  of  a  ft  il  free  fr  mi 
tyranny   and  more  congenial  to  happinefs. —  But 
let  us  leave  thefe  gloomy  fcenes. — Let  us  pafs  over 
in  filence  the  various  oppreihve  laws  enacled   by 
our  fifter  country,  fuch  as  an  A.cl  entitled  the  bet- 
ter to  fecure  the  dependency  of  Ireland  on  Eng- 
land.— Several  lawTs  as  to  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures, favourable  to  the  welfare  of  Britain,  but 
ruinous  to  Ireland,   fuch  as  that  made  -with  regard 
to  Paper,  Glafs,   and  many  others,   during 
rind  that  elapfed  from  the  reign  of  George  ti     T. 
till  the  American  "war.     Let  us  come  on  now  my 
Countrymen,  to  the  moft  memorable  and  glorious 

jEra  in   the  Irifh.  Ilifton Behold  the  yea; 

ever  dear  to  Irifhmen- — You  were  then  declared 
a  free  and  Independent  Nation. — Your  virtuous 
Parliament  at  that  period  procured  for  you  Liber- 
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ty  and  Commerce. — But  did  the  Britifh  Legifla- 
ture  and  the  Britifh  merchant  grant  you  liberty  and 
free-trade  with  good  heart  and  will?  No,  no,  no  — 
They  were  forced  to  give  them  you — They  gave 
them  you  with  reluctance — but  they  found  it  to  be 
their  own  intereft  to  hold  up  a  good  correfpond- 
ence  with  the  Irifh — their  own  fituation  too  was 
critical ;    and  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland   were  in 
arms,  a  fet  of  men  as  unrivalled  in  fame,  as  they 
are  renowned  for  true  Patriotifm  and  public  fpirit. 
When  England  deferted  them,  when  the  Britifh 
Minifter  ordered  away  that  army  which  Irifhmen 
paid  for,   and  w7hich,  by  compact  was  to  remain 
for  the  defence  of  Irifhmen,  and  left  the  kingdom 
to  the  mercy  of  any  foe  formidable  enough  to 
feize  and  defhoy  it. — Infpired  with   a  national 
pride,  and  provoked  and  difgufled  at  the  ungene- 
rous and  unworthy  treatment  of  Britons,  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  boldly  ftepped  forward,   and 
rcfolved  to  defend  themfelves — Yes,  my  Country- 
men you  did  do  fo — happy  period  for  Irifhmen — 
They  were  then  firft  made  fenfible  of  their  own 
ltrength  and  importance,   they  found  themfelves 
able  to  refill  the  encroachments  of  any  power  fo- 
reign or  domeflic,  and  thus  firm  and  united,  and 
made  fenfible  of  the  dignity  of  Men,  they  acled 
like  Men,   by  alferting  that  liberty  and  independ- 
ence which  they  were  confeious  they  had  been  fo 
unjultly  deprived  of— And  here  would  I  not  be 
juflificd  in  laying  that  a  wild  political  phrenzy  has 
ieized  both  fViiniihy  and  People  of  England  in 
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attempting  to  forward  fucfa  a  meafiire,  and  in  p 
filing   fuch   a  l'nc   of  c.oudtki    |  -  :his 

country,  at  1<>I1  to  them  for  ever  the   bi 
jewel  iii  tlu-  Engliih  Crown,  I  menu  America. — 
One  would  imagine  that  this  glorious   Revolt'"' 
fhould  operate  powerfully  on  the  minds  of  all  fuc- 
ttcding    Miuiftcrs — fhould  Hand   up  as  a  leffon, 
a   warning  to  deter  them  from  ever  making  an  at- 
tempt to  act   contrary  to   the  voice  and  uifhc 
the  majority  of  any  other  kingdom  ;   or  to  fuppofe 
that  a  nation  refolvcd  to  be  free,  can  be  enf'aved 
by  the  bayonet.     The  great  Welle rn  Continent 
was  loll  to  England  by  fuch  bafe,  impolitic  con- 
duct.— So  may  Ireland 

Be  not  too  narrow  fighted  Englishmen,  don't 
fuller  yourfclvcs  to  be  impofed  on  by  any  language 
however  fpecious,  or  by  any  promifes  however- 
flattering. — Think  not  that  Itifhmen  will  ever 
fubmit  to  a  Legiflative  Union. — The  Irifli  Nation 
love  and  revere  their  gracious  Sovereign  and  Con- 
ftitulion. — You  have  had  ample  demonflration  of 
our  loyalty  and  attachment  at  different  periods. — 
In  a  late  unfortunate  iuitance,  you  have  feen  our 
zeal,  activity  and  courage  manifefted  in  defence 
of  both. — No  other  proofs  are  necerTary. — Jrifh- 
men  have  fought  and  conquered  in  defence  of  their 
King  and  Conftitution,  and  will  tight  and  con- 
quer again  in  the  fame  honourable  caufe. — Let  mo 
perfuade  you  it  will  not  finally  be  the  mtereft,  nor 
will  it  at  any  time  be  becoming  the  dignity  of  the 

B  2 
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Engliih  Nation  even  to  wifh  to  rob  Ireland  of  her 
rigkts. — You   may  make  the  attempt,  but  I  am 
conndeilt  you  wili  be  defeated,   and  what  muft  for 
ever  after  be    the  Date  of  the   frifti  mind  ?    you 
fay  yourfelves  that  we  will  one  and  all  be  for  ever 
after  jealous  of  Fngliftimen  ;    or  of  any  men  who 
would  pi efume  to  make  Ireland  dependent,  and 
Irifhmen  Haves. — You  little   think   thai-  in  endea- 
vouring to  fubdue  the  fpirit  of  liberty  in  this  Coun- 
try,  you  are  deftroying  yourfelves,  and   that   for 
every   act  of  violence  you  commit  againft  Irifh- 
men, you  are  but  {tabbing  the  Engiifh  Conflitution 
and  planting  daggers  in  the   hearts-  of  your  own 
Countrymen. — The  very  idea  of  enforcing  a  le- 
gi dative  Union  may  be  fatal  to  both  countries. — 
Suffer  then  the  connexion  to  remain  on  its  prefent 
footing. — We  have  fhewn  ourfelves  prompt  and 
willing  to  fupport  you  in  the  war,  our  Parliament 
has  very  liberally  granted  you  large  fupplies  of 
men  and  money,   the  very  fmews  of  war. — Why 
then  Englishmen  take  away  from  us  that  Parlia- 
ment which  has  favoured  you  in  all  your  wifhes, 
and  fu'pported  you  in  all  yourdengns  ?   How  fhall 
■we  term  fuch  unkind  treatment  ?   Ingratitude  at 
lead,  vou  yourfelves  will  allow   it  to  be,  but  I 
will  tell  you,  it  is  fomething  more  than  Ingrati- 
tude, I  lay,  it  is  treachery,   it  is  robbery,   iris  ra- 
pacity, it  is  tyranny  on  your  fide,  towards  a  brave, 
and  free- fpiri ted  people. 
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lie  not  too  precipitate    Mr.    Pitt.— You  arc  a 
man  of  a    (olid  judgment,  experience,    abilities 

and  c.\,lijIi\  c  iiii'orination.— You  ;ne  Mcfled  with 
a  great  and  compichcufivc  gct.ius. — To  fuch  a 
character,  it  may  appear  prclurnption  in  mc  to 
addrefs  myferfj  the  only  excufe  I  can  make,  is 
that  warm  and  fincere  attachment  I  fcvl  towards 
my  native  foil,  which,  neither  hopes  of  reward 
nor  fears  of  perfecution  will  influence  me  to  fup- 
prefs. — I  befecch  you  then,  Mr.  Pitt,  that  you 
will  not  allow  even  the  que  ft  ion  of  a  Legiflative 
Union  to  be  difcuffed.  It  is  in  your  power  as 
Prime  Miniftcr  to  prevent  it,  and  be  not  fo  weak 
as  to  fuppole  that  the  Irifh  people  will  ever  fepa- 
late  your  character  from  this  meafure. — You  may 
feem  to  difclaim  entering  into  its  merits  j  you  may 
not  have  it  firft  propofed  and  debated  in  the  Eng- 
Hfh  houfc,  yet  believe  me  this  Nation  is  not  fo 
blind-folded,  as  not  to  perceive  that  you  are  the 
great  and  principal  agent,  that  you  are  the  grand 
fpring  by  which  all  will  be  actuated  : — Y'ou  are 
Mr.  Pitt,  you  are  truly  a  great  man,  but  human 
nature  is  not  perfect ;  on  this  icore  therefore  I 
could  make  many  allowances  for  any  act  of  yours, 
the  confequences  of  which  you  had  not  forefeen, 
nor  been  made  previously  acquainted  with  :  in 
the  prefent  inftance  you  will  have  no  plea  of  ig- 
norance on  your  behalf. — The  people  of  Ireland 
are  giving  you  daily  inftanees  of  their  abhorrence 
and  deteltation  of  this,  meafure ;  take  care  then 
how  you  proceed,  you  may  do  an  act,  which  you 
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cannot  recal,  and  which  may  be  deftructive  of 
the  life  of  both  kingdoms. — I  tell  you  Inch  a  mea- 
fure  may  fhake  the  throne  of  your  gracious  mat- 
ter, know  well  then  the  fendments  of  the  Irifh 
before  you  proceed  any  farther. — Think  not  you 
have  the  voice  of  this  Nation  by  purchafing  the 
voice  and  intcreft  of  our  Borougb-momrors. — 
Never  perfuade  yourfelf  fo  far  as  to  imagine  that 
yon  will  be  able  to  purchafe  Irifh  independence, 
No,  you  do  not,  you  cannot  entertain  fo  mon- 
fhous,  fo  unnatural  an  idea. — You  do  then  with 
me  deprecate  the  evils  and  horrors  that  muft  fol- 
low if  you  proceed  farther,  I  profefs  the  mofl 
profound  refpedt  for  our  beloved  Sovereign  ;  his 
private  virtues  and  philanthropy  are  the  conftant 
theme  of  the  Irifh. — We  can  never  confound  the 
goodnefs  of  his  heart  and  the  integrity  of  his 
wim.es  with  the  falie  ambition,  vices  and  follies 
of  his  Miniftry.  His  Majefty  looks  with  a  graci- 
ous eye  towards  this  kingdom,  he  would  be  blef- 
fed  in  feeing  it  profperous  and  happy :  Do  not 
then  Mr.  Pitt,  do  not,  I  pray  you,  by  bringing 
forward  a  meafure  fo  odious,  and  fo  deftruclive 
of  the  happinefs  of  Irifh  men,  blaft  that  of  your 
beneficent  Sovereign — pay,  at  leaft,  fome  regard 
to  the  character  of  the  chief  Magi  Urate,  though 
you  appear  regardlefs  of  your  own.  Minifters 
before  the  prefent  day,  have  been  denom mated 
Traitors  to  their  King  and  Country,  for  purfuing, 
or  allowing"  to  be  purfued  meafures,  which,  in 
their  confequences  might  be  ruinous  to  both  ;  they 

0 


'5 

been  impeached,    and 

M 10,  foi  fuch  criminal  c  ondu£ ;  ptt  Puna 

then  to  bring  forward  aqtteftioD  which  may  lead 
yon  to  the  bloi  k,  and  in  ii  cdnfecy 
fhake  the  empire,  by  involving  (he  light  I 
and  arm  of  England  in  all  the  honors  of  civil 
war,  anarchy  and  confulion,  and  eventual!] 
it  from  the  Britifh  diadem,  the  experiment  is 
rather  too  tieklifh.  Tinit  me  the  Jiiih  Na  ion 
Will  never  ibrVer  a  Legiflativc  Union  with  Eng- 
land, or  in  plainer  language,  the  people  of  Ire- 
land will  never  proftratc  themfelvcs  at  the  feet 
of  a  Britifh  Miniitry.  Irifhmen  know  too  well 
the  value  of  that  independency,  and  that  free- 
dom of  tiade  obtained  in  82,  ever  to  part 
with  it  except  with  their  lives.  I  tell  you  Irifh- 
men never  will  be  flaves,  and  Haves  they  will 
be  in  cafe  of  an  Union.  Oh  !  my  Countrymen, 
how  miferable  is  the  condition  of  that  people, 
and  what  a  bale  and  contemptible  figure  do  they 
appear  in  to  furrounding  Nations,  when  they  have 
not  feufe  to  feel,  nor  fpirit  to  relent  all  and  every 
infringement  made  on  their  rights  and  privileges; 
but  this  Stigma,  my  Countrymen,  is  not  applica- 
ble to  you,  — No,  You  have  a  keen  fenle  of  your 
duty  and  intereft,  and  I'll  venture  to  fey,  yon  pof- 
fefs  as  noble  and  independent  a  fpirit  as  wasevei 
infufed  into  the  Patriots  of  Greece  or  Rome  when 
panting  after  Liberty. 
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us  eonlider  ihis  queflion  a  little   farther: 
once  vojr  Parliament   is  given   up,  en   you 
to  yourielves    that   you    ate     reprelented     in  an 
Engiilh  one }    No.     Can  you    govern 

mealure    favourable    to  j  our     Da'ti   e 
Can  you  improve  your  agriculture, 
rage   arts,  mani  -■=    .^...d   fcJeoces  ?   Noa    j    .: 

Will    your     petitions    be  heard,     i  c 

grievances  redrerTed,  bv  an  Epglifl]  Lcgi         re? 
::d    bv  her   conduct,     has   _: 
uouftrative  evidence   of  ail  this.      V 
is   our   iituation  r  reduced  to  the   iiate  of  an     :- 
iect  province,  robbed    of  our    R  .  ;     ;  ; 

we  are    taxed  bevond   our  means,    we  are  plun- 
dered and  oppieifed,  we  appear  but  as  a  c 
a  blot  in     the  map  of    Europe,     ted  ,-.ry 

traoia&ions  as    a   province,    fcarcelv   coofk 
worth  v  of  a  margin  in  the   page   of  Enguih 
'.ory  :  Good   God!     my   countrymen,   what    a 
iituation !    But   vou  will  not  bear  it,   1:0,   for  on 
:   bare   recital,    I  fee  indignation    and   difdain 
painted    in    your  countenances,    I  behold    your 
fouls  ^onobled  with  the  greateft   and  nobleft  of 
deiigns — the   liberty  of  your  country — and   pi 
heart  and  hand,  finewed  and  well  fining,  I  be- 
hold you  ready  zzd  anxious    to    oppole    every 
bale  and  unconftitutional  attempt  that    may    be 
made  on  your  freedom  and  independency  ;  fear 
.en,  my  countrymen,   but  prelerve   this  de- 
termination, and  your  rights  are  fecured  to  you, 
you  fwerve  from  it.  vou  are  lofi. 


One  of  the  ally 

Offfif    the, 

01  not  the  rcprefenratives  of  our  nation,  have 
any  power  or  authority  whatever,  to  make  away 
with   the    Conftiturioo,    and    wit!.  Conftitu- 

tion,    the    rights    of   their    Confluents.        \ 
furely  a    matter   fit   for    enquiry.      I   do  in 
firjr  place  deny   that    any   iuch   power  or  autho- 
rity   is  placed   in    the    Parliament ;    and  do 
clare,   that  in  cafe  they  do  commit   fo  enormous 
a  crime,   they  are  refponfible  lo  the  people;   and 
the  people  arc  in  no  wife   bound  by   luch  ac: 
deed  of  theirs. 

It  is  allowed   by  every  friend  of  human  nature 
and  fociety,    that   in  every  nation  where   there 
is  any  fhadow  of  liberty,  there  does  exitt  a  n 
tual  compact  tacit  or  exprefs,  betwixt   the  go- 
vernors and  governed,   and  that  if  the  governors 
will  not  perform  their  duty  andoiTices,  the  go- 
verned   are    releafed   from  theirs.     And  as    I 
people    are    the  fource    and  origin  of  all  civil 
power  and  authority,   that  power  and  authority 
returns  to  them  again,    on   luch    non-fulfilm; 
of  the  duties  of  their  governors. 

Moreover,  when  the  Legislative  poweis  act 
contrarv  to  the  trnft  repofed  in  them,  there  fill 
remains  inherent  in  the  people,  a  fupreme,  na- 
tural and  original  right,  to  remove  or  a!- 
Legiflative,  when,  they  may  place  their  autho- 
rity in  the  hands  of  thofe  in  whom  they  have 
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confidence,  and  who  will  fulfil  their  duty  as 
governors.  The  .King  Lords  and  Commons  of 
Ireland  conflitute  its  government,  and  "  the 
"  power  of  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons  of 
"  Ireland  is  not  an  arbitrary  power,  they 
"  are  the  truftees  not  the  owners  of  the 
"  ftate,  the  fee-fimple  is  in  Us,  they  cannot 
"  alienate,  they  cannot  wade.  When  wre  fay 
"  that  the  Legiflature  is  fuprttne,  we  mean, 
tc  that  is  the  higbeft,  in  comparifon  with  the 
"  other  fubordinate  Powers  eftablimed  by  the 
"  laws.  In  this  fenfe,  the  word  fupreme  is  re- 
"  lative  not  abfolue.  The  power  of  the  Le- 
IC  giflature  is  limited,  not  only  by  the  general 
cc  rules  of  natural  juflice  and  the  welfare  of 
"  the  community,  but  by  the  forms  and  prin- 
"  ciples  of  our  particular  conftitution.  If  this 
"  doctrine  be  not  true,  we  mufi  admit,  that 
"  King,  Lords  and  Commons  have  no  rule  to 
"  direct  their  refolutions,  but  merely  their  own 
"  will  and  pleafure.  They  might  unite  the 
"  kgijiathc  and  executive  power  in  the  fame 
"  hands,  and  diffolve  tbe  conftitution  by  an  aft 
tc  of  Parliament." 

-This  doctrine,  my  countrymen,  requires  no 
comment  ;  you  need  but  apply  it  to  yourfelves, 
if  it  appear  in  your  eyes  falfe  or  abfurd  con- 
demn it ;  if  on  the  contrary,  it  appear  to  you 
juft  and  equitable  ;  fhew  to  the  world  that  you 
think  fo  by    acting  up   to   it's    precepts. — Your 
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Reprcfcntativcs,  I  hi 
duty.     I    null    fa    God    that  at   I 
mcntous  period    they  uill    prcferve   the  di. 
and  character  of  men,  that  they  will  fhew  them- 
ielves    fuperipr  to  the  corruption,    I 
machinations  of  the  Miniuer,   and   infpircd   with 
National   Liberty   and   national    pride,  thev 
make     Iieland   rife    above   the    ita:. 
former  felf.     Ye  Senators  of  Ireland  !   your  ( 
try  looks  up  to  you   with  joy    and   ^ladncfs  i;i 
her  countenance — fhe  beholds  in  you  the   1 
defenders  and  aifertors  of  her  rights,   privileges 
and  interefls.     She  beholds  you  in  your   lenate, 
on    fo   folemn  an  occafion,    with   afpecls  calm, 
fteady  and   ferene,  and  finding  you  armed 
truth  and    virtue  on    one  hand,  and  patriotif'in 
on  the  other,  me  cries  out  in  the  emphatic  v 
of  "Hibcrnnis  Sons  come  ojjf  viclorwus" — Yes,  and 
O  !  never  let  it  be  faid  that  you  would   be  ca- 
pable of  betraying  tkat   truft   your  Country  has 
repofed  in  you.     The  Reprefentativcs  of  Ireland, 
my  countrymen,  will  not  defert  you   iu   the  time 
of  need,    they  will  not  forfeit    your    fait:, 
friendfhip.     They  know  they  cannot,  they  there- 
fore,  never  will  attempt  to   delegate  that 
to    others,     which  they   poflefs    not  thcrr.S 
But  you  your  lei  ves,   my  countrymen,  as  a 
body,  muft  not  remain  either  filent  or   i 
never  was  there  a  period  in  the  Irifh  Hi; 
awful  and  critical  than  the   prefent ; 
to  determine  by  vour  conducl  whether  j 
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hereafter  to  be  Slaves  or  Freemen,  whether 
or  not  you  will  bafely  {loop  to  be  governed 
by  Englifh  Laws  and  Englifh  Men,  or  Hand  up 
nobly  and  aflert  that  independence  and  right  of 
Legiflature,  which  the  brave  Volunteers  have 
tranfmitted  to  you,  which  you  now  poflefs,  and 
which  is  your  birth-right.  Be  fteady  then,  my 
countrymen,  be  firm,  united  and  determined. — 
Call  upon  the  Sheriffs  of  your  different  Counties 
and  Cities,  convene  your  meetings,  enter  into 
refolutions,  and  fhew  to  your  Reprefentatives 
and  to  the  Kingdom,  what  your  fenfe  is  of  this 
unnatural  meafure,  fhew  thus  your  abhorrence 
and  deteflation  of  it :  you  have  no  time  to  lofe; 
delay  is  defeat : — lilence  is  your  death.  De- 
monftrate  then  to  your  Country  and  to  Europe, 
by  an  honorable  and  fpirited  conduct,  that,  you 
are  worthy  of  the  blefftngs  of  liberty,  and  fit 
to  be  ranked  amongft  Patriots  and  heroes.  The 
metropolis  of  the  kingdom  has  pointed  out 
to  you  the  path — the  bar  and  the  corporations 
of  this  city  have  expreifed  themfelves  with  lov- 
alty,  boldnefs  and  firmnefs.  I  doubt  not  but  vou 
will  do  fo  likewife,  for  that  ardour  and  patriotifm 
:h  they  have  diffufed  through  the  City,  is 
beginning  to  (hew  itfelf  in  every  corner  of  the 
kingdom.  Let  diviiions  and  difcord  no  longer 
remain  among  you,  unanimity,  my  countrymen, 
can  alone  fave  you.  This  is  a  caufe  in  which 
every  rank,  every  feet,  every  defcription  of 
Irifhmen    is   imerefted.     Our  lives,    properties. 


welfare  and  happinefs  are  all  embarked 

Let  us  then,   one  and  all   with   heart  a 

ftcp  boldly  forward  in  defence  i 

ftitution. — Let    us    rally  round    the   Standard  of 

Independence,    and  with   ctmcordai 

out   Enalijh  Connexion  but  Irijb   . 

Be  jealous  of  your  Conftitution,  be  wan 
put  yourfelves  on  your  guard   againft  thofc  baits 
England  may  hold  out  to  you  as  the  price  of  . 
Independency,  be  cautious,  my  Countrvmen,  be 
vigilant  of  your  interefts :  take  care  how  you  truit 
the  profelTions  of  a  Miniflry  full  of  deceit  and  ri- 
neffe.     Before  enquiring  into  thole  great  and  pre- 
tended advantages  which  are   rumoured  abroad 
but  to  delude  and  entrap  us,  I  will  in   the 
place,  pofitively  declare  it  as  my  opinion,  and  lb 
I  trull  will  every  honeft  Iiilhman  ;    that  it  is  not 
in  the  power  of  the  Britifh  Cabinet,  nor  the  Brit- 
ifh  Nation  with  all  its  wealth,    commerce  and 
confequence,  nor  in  the  power  of  any  nation  un- 
der the  Sun,   to  grant  to  Ireland  and  to  Irifhmcn 
any  equivalent  whatfoever  for  the  furrender  of 
their  Independency.     What  will  the  confequence 
of  fuch  furrender  be  ?  'tis  evident— once  you 
up  your  right  of  Legillature,  you  give  Dpi 
with  it,  your  civil,  political  and  religious  libertv, 
and  lofing  fuch  liberty,  it  nccelfarily  follows, 
both  your  lives  and  properties  are  infecure,  and 
dependent  on  the  arbitrary  will  and  caprk. 
Engliihmen.     May  God   in   his   kind   ra<  I 
wards  us,  avert  fuch  ruin  from  this  1 . 
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Eut  let  us  enquire  a  little  into  thofe  mighty  ad- 
vantages which  are  induftriouily  circulated  we 
will  enjoy  in  cafe  of  an  incorporated  Union, 
What  are  they?  Some  fay  a  Mint  is  to  be  efta- 
blifhed  in  Ireland — A  Board  of  Trade — Docks 
for  building  Men  of  War. — Now  granting  all  this, 
xnuft  advantages  thence  refult  to  Ireland  ?  for  my 
part,  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  very  contrary  : 
The  experiment  however  is  to  be  made.  Let  us 
go  on  a  little  farther,  and  allow  for  fake  of  ar- 
gument, that  England  will  grant  us  every  right 
and  privilege  with  regard  to  commerce,  that  fhe 
herfelf  enjoys,  fubject  to  the  fame  regulations 
and  reft rictions ;  does  it  not  ftrike  the  fenfes  of 
every  man,  that  England  from  her  fuperior  wealth, 
and  having  arrived  at  greater  perfection  in  ma- 
nufactures than  what  we  have,  will  always  be 
enabled  to  underfel  us  in  every  market  in  Eu- 
rope ?  Supposing  even  the  Englifh  wrill  allow  us 
a  free  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies  (which  will  not 
be)  and  that  certain  advantages  might  accrue  to 
us  from  certain  articles  of  Union.  What  let  me. 
afk,  would  fuch  paltry  advantages  avail  when 
put  in  competition  wTith  the  bleffings  of  freedom  ? 
Or  can  you,  my  Countrymen,  imagine  for  an  in- 
ftant,  are  you  fo  blind  as  not  to  perceive  that  the 
Englifh  Nation  would  never  adhere  to  any  one 
article  of  Union,  farther  than  it  regarded  their 
own  intereit  and  perfonal  aggrandizement  ?  Turn 
your  eyes  to  Scotland,  take  warning  by  the  mi- 
ferable  effects  an  Union  had  on  that  Country. — 


Many  of  us  have  feeri,  an< 
the  ruinous  confecj 
Jn  that  particular  infl.i 
the  orauci   principle   which   actuated  tl 
was  fclf-inteicfl,  jealoufy,  and   am 
the  rights  and  intcrefls  of  Scotland 
ing  the  negotiation  betwixt  their  hrvile  and 
doncd  Parliament  and  that  of    I       land?     \  >-- 
i^id  that  Union  meet  with  the  approbation  and 
commerce  of   the  Scots  ?     No,   the   i  Op- 

pofed   the   mcafure ;    their   reprefenta: 
bought,  bafely  betrayed  the  rights  of  their  coi. 
tuents  and  fold  their  oivn  native  foil. — Nbw'lfa 
fair  to  afk,   did  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
hold  its  faith  inviolate  with  the  Scots  on  the  A  ri- 
des of  Union  ?    No,  they  did   not,  they  broke 
through  them  according  as  it  ferved   England's 
jntoreft,  or  gratified  their  own  whim  ;   look  to 
the  Malt  Tax  with  many  other  inftanccs  of  breach 
of  compact — And  thus  I  fay,  Irifhmen,  will  they 
acl  by  you,  if  ever  you  furrender  up  your  Parlia- 
ment!— Believe  me,  Articles  of  Union  and  Trea- 
ties avail  but  little    when    there  is  no  fuper: 
power  to  enforce  the  obfervance  of  them — V 
cannot  truft  yourfelves  to  the  protection  of  Britain 
alone.     Tis  not  cuftomary  with  her  to  grant  \ 
very  many  and  very  kind  indulgences — No,  no. 
And  when  me  found  it  anfwer  her  own  conwtr 
ence  and  fafety,   fhe  left  you  unfafe,  unarmed  ai 
unprotected — Look  to  your  fituation  during  the 
American  War. 
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If  ever  fo  calamitous  an  event  fhould  happen 
to  Irishmen,  as  that  of  an  incorporated  Union 
with  England,  let  it  be  demanded  what  Patriot 
then  would  rife  in  the  Biitifh  Houfe  of  Commons, 
the  warm  advocate  of  Iriih.  profperity  and  Irifh. 
Happinefs  ?  or  even  granting  for  an  inftant,  (which 
by  the  bye,  is  granting  too  much)  that  every  in- 
dividual Member  returned  for  Ireland,  was 
zealous  to  efpoufe  the  intereft  and  caufe  of  their 
Country  againft  Englifh  Pride  and  Englifh  Ava- 
rice, what,  I  fay,  could  their  feeble  voices  avail 
W'hen  oppofed  to  that  corrupt  and  venal  Phalanx, 
an  Englifh  Miniftcr  has  always  at  his  command  ? 
You  will  not  then,  my  Countrymen,  fuffer  this 
Union,  for  in  doing  fo,  you  fee  that  you  are  inevi- 
tably undone :  All  your  future  hopes  of  happinefs 
for  yourfelves  and  children  are  irrevocably  gone— 
and  the  pleafing  profpect  now  prefented  to  you, 
of  peace,  plenty,  commerce  and  wealth,  is  com- 
pletely blafted.  And  what  light  would  you  ap- 
pear in  to  furrounding  Nations?  reduced  to  the 
condition  of  dependence,  you  lofe  your  dignity 
and  refpeel  as  a  Kingdom,  and  robbed  of  the 
means  of  recovering  your  loft  privileges,  you 
would  appear  in  the  low  and  contemptible  cha- 
racter of  a  cringing  humble  fervant  to  a  haughty 
and  domineering  Matter. 

Your  Parliament  is  the  watchful  guardian  of 
your  rights  and  liberties : — All  the  benefits  you 
now  enjoy,  and  all  the  advantages  you  have  ac- 


quired    in   your   civil 

been  through  its  vi 
then  cannoi  think  i 

that    DOWC1  to 

only  refource  in  timei  of  difficulty]  ret : — 

Enter  into  no  treaty  of   I  — 

They  may  hold  out  to  you  very  fait  and  flatter 
promifes,  but  trull  them  not. — Oocetl  ice 

you  to  a  furrehdef  of  yom  Parliament,  you  re- 
main unguarded  and  unpro 
then  is  fimilar  to  that  ofdie  Oieep  in  the  fable, 
"when  they  were  prevailed  on  to  dilmifV  the  u 
Jul  guardian  the  dog,  except  with  cc, 

that  as  the  fheep  were  overpowered  and  dell  roved 
by  the  wolf,  you  would  be  hunted  down  and  de- 
voured by  the  lion. 

Let  us  now  briefly  enquire  into  thofe  mod 
which  feem  moft  probable,   to  acluatc  the  Mm 
ter  to  bring  forward  fuch  a  meafure,  and  what  in- 
ducements he  muft  hold  out  to  the  Engliih  mer- 
chants to  make  them  accede  to  it— for  to  | 
to  fay,  he  willies  the  welfare  of  Ireland  is  abfi 
he  has  uniformly  in  conjunction  with  the   1 
merchant  oppoied  it ;   and  'tis  very  well   kne  l 
what  wreight  and  influence,  the  commercial  part 
of  that  Nation  has  over  the  Prime  Minifter.     The 
Britifli  miniftry,  my   Countrymen,   have  not  - 
forgotten,  nor  forgiven  the  high  tone  and  ind 
pendent  fpirit  manifefted  by  the  Irifh  Volunteers 
and  the  Irifh.  Parliament  of  Ba      They  decta 
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your  independence,  and  your  Trade  free  with  in- 
fante   reluctance  : — and   have   endeavoured  ever 
fince  to  undermine  the  one,   and  deftroy  the  good 
effects  of  the  other — but  the  fpirit  and  great  natu- 
ral advantages  of  our  Country  have  baffled  all 
their  infamous  attempts:     The  Minifler  of  the  day 
perceiving  the  rifing  generation  glowing  with  true 
Patriotifm   and  national   dignity,   and   finding    it 
daily  more  difficult  to  influence  and  corrupt  the 
Irifh  Legiflature;  and  ftill  regretting  that  fuperiori- 
tyover  Irifhmen,  England  was  obliged  to  renounce 
in  82 — why  he  willies  by  bringing  forward  an 
Union  to  cut  the  bufinefs  fhort,  and  by  thus  tak- 
ing our  Conilitution  away  from  us  altogether  ,  he 
knows  he  may  tax,  rob,  and  infult  us  with  impu- 
nity.— Now,    what    fay   the  Englifh  merchants, 
what  are  their  thoughts  on  the  fubject  ?    They  ob- 
ferve  that  fince  the  freedom  of  your  Trade  was 
declared,  we  have  increafed  in  commerce,  wealth 
and  confequence.     They  fee  with  a  jealous  eye, 
our  Manufactures  beginning  to  flourifh  ;  and  now 
find  very  contrary  to  their  intereil,  and  very  much 
againft  their  withes,  that  the  people  of  Ireland 
are  not  that  lazy,  filthy,   ignorant  and  barbarous 
race  of  Men,  which  they  have  often  reprefented 
us  to  be — No — their  voice  begins  to  change — they 
behold  the  Irifh  peafant  frugal,  laborious  and  in- 
duftrious — they  fee  the  Manufacturer  poffefs  ge- 
nius, quicknefs  and  application — yes,   I  fay,  great 
application  where  there  is  any  incentive  held  out 
to  Induilry.     They  fee  you  making  rapid  progrefs 
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in  every  blanch  of  Manufacture,  that  you  01. 
them  in  fome,  and  arc  beginning  to  rival  the;-: 
Others. — They  perceive  all  this,  and  then  !..-.,  Ic. 
us  join  with  the  Miniflcr  in  ruining  the  Commerce 
of  Ireland — 'twill  be  our  advantage,  the  liiffi 
will  no  longer  be  able  to  encourage  or  purfue  their 
Manufactures  from  the  immenfe  Taxes  that  will 
be  fixed  upon  them  ;  and  from  their  Nobility  and 
Gentry  leaving  the  Kingdom,  great  quantities  of 
wealth   will   leave    them   and  circulate   amongfl 


us. 


Were  we  to  fuppofe  this  queftion  given  up  to 
the  deliberation  and  final  decifion  of  a  number  of 
honeft,  rational,  intelligent  and  liberal  Men  in 
no  wife  interefted  in  the  event — Men  neither  in- 
fluenced by  prejudice  nor  carried  away  by  pafTion, 
and  what  would   be   their  mode   of  realbning  ? 

what  would  be  their  decifion  ? As  Men,   as 

friends  to  the  caufe  of  humanity  and  liberty,  I 
fay,  that  after  having  well  and  fully  confidered 
the  nature  of  this  meafure,  its  object  and  confe- 
quences — after  an  ample  flatemeut  of  facts  on  the 
•  treatment  of  Englishmen  towards  Irifli  for  this 
laft  pail  Century,  and  after  having  previously  laid 
down  certain  maxims;  fuch  as  that  liberty  is  the 
birth-right  of  Man — a  right  inherent  in  his  Nature, 
and  given  him  by  God — that  all  civil  Govern- 
ment has  its  origin  in  the  People — that  Governors 
cannot  delegate  a  right  to  others  they  poffefs 
themfelves,  and  that  when  they  do  not  fulfil  their 
D   2 
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duty  they  are  refponfible  to  the  People  done;  after 
I  fay,  laying  down  fuch  felf-evident  Propofitions 
and  a  few  others,  which  all  Men  are  now  fully 
acquainted  with  ;  they  would  deliver  themfelves 
in  the  following  terms  : — 

ill.  That  inafmuch  as  it  appeareth  from 
hiflory  and  tradition,  that  it  has  ever  been  the 
policy  and  cunning  of  the  Britifh  Legiflature  to 
excite  religious  animofities  and  cruel  hate  in 
his  gracious  Majefty"s  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

2d.  That  inafmuch  as,  fuch  vile  and 
wicked  policy  and  cunning  has  had  its  delired 
effects,  in  caufing  manifold  cruelties  and  unchrifti- 
an-like  perfecutions  in  his  faid  Majefty's  king- 
dom of  Ireland. 

3d.  That  inafmuch  as,  it  has  ever  been 
the  conflant,  uniform  and  undeviating  practice 
of  the  Englifh  Miniflry,  to  plunder  and  opprefs  his 
gracious  Majefty's  fubjecls  of  Ireland. 

4th.  That  inafmuch  as,  fuch  bafe  and  un- 
worthy practices  have  ever  met  with  the  indig- 
nation and  reprobation  of  his  faid  Majefty's  loy- 
al mbjecSts  of  Ireland. 

5th.     That     inafmuch    as     it    has   ever  been 
the  cuftom   of   the  Britifh  Legiflature,   and  the 
wim  of  the  Englifh  Merchant,  to  fhacklc  the  com 
mcrce  of  Ireland,    to    injure    the  manufactures, 
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and  damp  1  he  fpirit  of  J,; 
trious   and  hardy   IrUh    ftfanai 

j    6th.     And    that     inafmudi    14      I 
put  on  their  commerce,  Rich  injury  d< 
Manufa&ures,  and  fuch  di 
in  the  way  of  trade,    have  cagfed  macs  d 

fe&ion  and   much  difunion,    in   kitgnu 
jefty's  loyal  fubjecls   of  Ireland. 

7th.     And  that  bafmuch   as,  thro 

the  kind   haud  of  Providence,   through   ott    gra- 
cious   Majefty's  fond   and    tender    willies,     and 
through    our    patriotic   and  virtuous   Parliaitt 
of  82,    many    and  mod    important    . 
were  made  to  his  Majefty's  faithful  of 

Ireland. 

8th.     And    that    inafmuch   as    iuch    ( 
ons  have  added  much  to  the  dignity,    the   ho- 
nour, and  the  profperity  of    his    (aid   Majeftya 

loyal  fubjecls  of  Ireland. 

9th.     And    inafmuch  as   it  is   evident  to  the 
whole  nation,  and  to  all  Europe  that   the    wel- 
fare and   happinefs    of    Ireland,    depend  on 
preferring  its    own   independency,    and    that   it 
muft    infallibly    return    to  its  former  writ 
nefs    and    degradation  La  cafe  of   a    Leg] 
Union  with   England. 
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TCth.  And  inafmuch  as,  a  legiflative  Union 
■with  England,  will  be  deftructive  of  the  liber- 
ty and  comforts  of  his  Majefty's  loyal  fubjects 
of  Ireland. 

i  ith.  And  inafmuch  as,  a  nation  without  hav- 
ing the  power  of  making  its  own  Laws,  and 
levying  its  own  taxes,  is   in   a  ftate  of  Slavery. 

1 2th.  And  inafmuch  as,  a  ftate  of  Slavery, 
is  the  moft  abject  condition  of  human  nature. 

13th.  And  inafmuch  as,  his  Majefty's  loy- 
al Subjecls  of  Ireland,  will  be  in  the  fame  ab- 
ject condition  of  Slavery  provided  this  faid  Le- 
r»fhtive  Union,  mould  be  carried  into  effect. 

14th.  And  inafmuch  as,  his  faid  Majefty's 
brave  Subjects  of  Ireland  never  will  accept  of 
any  offers  from  any  nation  under  the  Sun,  in 
barter  for  their  national  rights  and  juft  privi- 
leges ;  and  as  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  England 
to  give  them  any  real  or  folid  advantages  ;  but 
on  the  contrary,  will  put  upon  their  moulders 
many  very  heavy  and  grievous  burthens  and 
iaxes;  will  faddle  upon  their  backs,  a  part  of 
her  own  enormous  National  Debt,  and  withal 
caufe  an  immenfe  drain  of  wealth  by  Abfentees 
from  his  faid  Majefty's  Kingdom   of  Ireland. 

15th.     And  whereas,    it  appcareth    to  us  and 
to  the  whole  Nation,    that   fuch  ruinous  confe- 


quence,s  will  inevita] 
jc(!y'-:   loyai 

take    place. 

lOtll.        *u:r|       Qj  |   ■     ;• 

and  tradition,     thai    fuch  cpndufi 
mentioned,  his  been 
part  of  the  Euglifli  Legiflai 
Merchant   towards  Ireland. 

We  do  hereby  declare  iu  tl.r   | 
and  all  mankind,  that  we  do  verily  and  trul 
lievc,    fuch  Union  wiH  he  pregnant  with  i 
and  very  various  and  complicated  Evil 
fortunes  to  Ireland. 

And,  we.  like  wife  do  declare,    it  to  be  our 
opinion,    that  if  fuch  meafure  mould   be  carried 
contrary  to  the  wifhes  and  inclinations    o 
fa  id  Majcfly's  loyal  Subjects  of  Ireland, 
fequences  will  be,  civil  war,   anarchy  and  c  ■ 
fufion  amongft  his  faid  -Majcfly's  loyal  Subjects  of 
Ireland,  and  finally  a  fchifm    betwixt  the  two 
Countries :  ■ 

Signed, 
FRIENDS   to  Humanity, 
Peace  and  Freedom. 

Before  I  quit  this    fubjecl,    my  Countrymen, 
permit  me  once  more  to  warn  \vu  aga 
baits  which  England  may  hold  out  to  you.— 
no  pretences  however  plautiblc — let  no  argum 
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however  fpecious,  induce  you  to  facrlflce  your 
Country  and  yourfelves. — You  will  never  accept 
like  the  ignorant  African,  of  bawbles  in  barter 
'  for  your  deareft  and  mod  precious  interefts ;  let 
me  conjure  you  then  in  the  facred  name  of  your 
God  and  your  Country  to  be  unanimous,  and  un- 
remitting in  your  oppofition  to  this  deteftable  pro- 
je&.— The  Scottifh  Parliament  bafely  fold  the 
liberty  and  independence  of  their  Country  : — the 
Scots  have  fmarted  for  it ;— the  Scots  yet  fmart 
for  it.  Be  watchful  then,  my  Countrymen,  you 
are  on  the  very  brink  of  ruin — you  and  your  pof- 
terity  are  about  to  be  fw  allowed  up  in  perpetual 
oblivion ;  a  fteady,  determined  and  refolme  con- 
duel  can  alone  fave  you.  Call  your  meetings. — 
'inftruft  your  Reprefentatives,  and  deliver  your 
fentiments  in  manly  and  firm  language : — You  will, 
you  mull  be  heard  :— the  voice  of  God  and  Na- 
ture calls  aloud  on  you  to  exert  yourfelves  at  this 
awful  Crifis.  And,  by  oppofing  fo  infamous 
and  monftrous  a  meafure  by  every  means  which 
God  and  Nature  have  put  into  your  hands  ;  you 
a&  confonant  to  the  Laws  of  God,  of  Nature  and 
of  Reafon. 


FINIS. 


